[image: image1.png]ilriwater








Queensland Water Directorate (qldwater)  e-flash
Information for Water Industry Managers and Practitioners in Queensland Local Government 
(Issue #36)   12 May 2008

1. Incentives for Landholder’s Participation in the new GABSI Program 

2. Smart Meters

3. National Agenda for Urban Water Reform\
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. Incentives for Landholder’s Participation in new GABSI Program

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

On 25 January 2007 the Australian Government announced the $10 billion National Plan for Water Security. The Plan proposes that the Commonwealth will fund a third phase of Great Artesian Basin Sustainability Initiative (GABSI) with funding to be matched by the jurisdictions. 

The draft framework for GABSI 3 (proposed by the Australian Government) currently requests a deadline for the capping and piping of remaining bores.  It also proposes the introduction of measures to ensure all relevant landholders participate in the program before the deadline (for example, charges for wasted water). The Queensland Government will be asking the Australian Government to engage in further discussion on this issue. 

In the meantime the State Government is working through the QGABAC, to explore mechanisms to encourage landholder participation in the GABSI program. In exploring these options, it has been recognised that even with the existing subsidy available under GABSI, many landholders may have financial difficulty in participating in GABSI.  In terms of a deadline, it is the Queensland Government’s position that any deadline proposed by the Australian Government should have considered these types of issues.

To assist council representatives on the committee, we are asking for any suggestions on how to develop alternative mechanisms or incentives to encourage participation in the GABSI program. If you have any suggestions or ideas, please send them to one of the contacts below in the next two weeks, or contact us and we will put you in touch with the representative.

qldwater – Rob Fearon, ph 3252 4701 or email rfearon@qldwater.com.au
LGAQ – Mark Piorkowski, ph 3000 2226 or email Mark_Piorkowski@lgaq.asn.au
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. Smart Meters

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

We have been receiving queries about automatically reading meters. Some of this interest has been generated by the new requirements for sub-meters in multi-dwelling premises. For those Councils with high rise premises or gated communities, reading sub meters can be a time consuming (and thus costly) process and the use of automated devices provide efficiencies. 

qldwater is currently finalising a standard policy template on sub-metering which will assist Councils in creating their own policy for installation of sub-meters. This includes advice on smart metering. If you are interested in viewing a draft version of the document contact Rob Fearon (rfearon@qldwater.com.au). Comments and suggestions are welcome.

If you want to find out more about smart meters Wide Bay Water is providing a free seminar on their Smart Metering project on Thursday 5th June at Hervey Bay. A flyer with the details and agenda for the meeting is available on our web site www.qldwater.com.au under the Projects and Training tab in the Main Menu.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3. National Agenda for Urban Water Reform

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

In March 2008, the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) agreed to release for consultation a set of Draft National Principles for Urban Water Planning (the “Draft Principles”). COAG also commissioned the development of a comprehensive new work program on water reform to address, among other matters, the key challenges in urban water.  

A national Project Group on Urban Water Reform has been established and is requesting feedback for consideration by COAG in October 2008. The Draft Principles were developed by the State and Territory governments at the request of the Council for the Australian Federation (comprising Premiers and Chief Ministers of all States and Territories) with a view to offering guidance on urban water planning processes to governments and water utilities. The guidelines were endorsed by the Council for the Australian Federation before being considered by COAG. Once finalised, the principles will form part of the enhanced urban water reform framework and will be submitted for endorsement by COAG later in the year.

 

COAG has agreed that this framework should focus on:

a)     areas in which the Commonwealth is well placed to lead further reform – for example in relation to efficiency standards; and 

b)     areas where nationally cooperative action is likely to deliver the greatest benefits. This could include:

· improved information-sharing and research coordination in relation to the impacts of climate change and climate variability; 

· principles for urban water supply and demand planning; 

· principles for water pricing and the process by which water prices are set; 

· measures to build community confidence in supply security and new water sources; and/or 

· appropriate market and institutional structure reforms.

Comments on the draft principles are required by 5pm Friday 6 June 2008. If you wish to make a submission jointly with other Councils, qldwater will be preparing an integrated response. Please send any comments to Heather Gold at hgold@qldwater.com.au by 2 June. Alternatively, if you wish to send comments directly to the National Project group use the details below.

email:

urbanwaterreform@dwe.nsw.gov.au 

mail:

Urban Water Reform 

C/O Metro Water Branch

Department of Water and Energy

GPO Box 3889
SYDNEY NSW 2001
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.

To add your name to the distribution list, email “subscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au
To remove your name from the distribution list, email “unsubscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au 

Visit qldwater at http://www.qldwater.com.au/ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

